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Black and Tan and The Black and Tans 
 
Black and Tan is a drink made from a blend of pale ale and a dark beer such as a stout or porter, most 
often Guinness.  Sometimes a pale lager is used instead of ale; this is usually called a half and half. 
Contrary to common North American belief, however, Black and Tan as a mixture of two beers is not a 
term commonly used in Ireland due to the association with the Royal Irish Constabulary Reserve Force, 
nicknamed the Black and Tans – more on that later. 
 
The style is believed to have originated in pubs in Britain with drinkers ordering a mix of dark stout and 
draught bitter. The earliest recorded usage of the term in the Oxford English Dictionary is from 1889, 
though an earlier origin of an 18th century blend of porter and pale ale has been conjectured.    The 
name "black and tan" had earlier been applied to dogs, such as the black and tan coon-hound.    
 
The most common type of Black and Tan in the United States uses Guinness Draught (not Extra Stout) 
and Bass, though variations using Harp Lager instead of Bass are referred to as Half and Half. Guinness 
and Newcastle is generally called a Black Castle. The "layering" of Guinness on top of the ale or lager is 
possible because the relative density of the Guinness is less than that of the ale or lager. The opposite 
scenario (where the layer on top is heavier than bottom) would produce the fluid mechanics 
phenomenon known as the Rayleigh-Taylor Instability.   
 
To prepare a Black and Tan in the American way, first fill a glass halfway with the ale, then add the 
Guinness Draught (from the can, bottle, or tap). The top layer is best poured slowly over an upside-down 
tablespoon placed over the glass to avoid splashing and mixing the layers. A specially designed black-
and-tan spoon is bent in the middle so that it can balance on the edge of the pint-glass for easier 
pouring. 
 

 
 
In the United Kingdom, another way of preparing a Black and Tan is to pour half a pint of dark stout into 
a pint glass and then top up with draught bitter, so that both beers are thoroughly mixed together.  In 
the Republic of Ireland a Black and Tan is normally made from a half pint of Smithwick's topped off with 
Guinness.  This version is also sometimes referred to as a "Pint Special" "Blacksmith" or a "Light and 
Bitter". During the summer months stout drinkers may order a black and tan due to its lighter texture. 
Likewise ale drinkers may order a Smithwick's with a Guinness head. This is an ordinary pint of 
Smithwick's with the last inch or so topped off with Guinness.    And in Australia, specifically New South 
Wales, a Black and Tan is made from half a schooner of Tooheys New (a pale lager) and then topped up 
with Tooheys Old (a dark ale). In South Australia Cooper's Best Extra Stout and Cooper's Original Pale Ale 
are used. 
 
The Black and Tans (Irish: Dúchrónaigh) were men from Great Britain who joined the Royal Irish 
Constabulary (RIC) as Temporary Constables during the Irish War of Independence.  Their role was to 
help the RIC maintain order and fight the Irish Republican Army (IRA). The nickname "Black and Tans" 
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arose from the color of the improvised khaki uniforms they initially wore. The Black and Tans became 
infamous for their attacks on civilians and civilian property in revenge for IRA actions. 
 
The actions of the Black and Tans alienated public opinion in both Ireland and Great Britain. Their violent 
tactics encouraged both sides to move towards a peaceful resolution.  About 7,000 Black and Tans 
served in Ireland in 1920–22. More than one-third of them died or left the service before they were 
disbanded along with the rest of the RIC in 1922, an extremely high wastage rate, and well over half 
received government pensions. A total of 404 members of the Royal Irish Constabulary died in the 
conflict and more than 600 were wounded but it is not clear how many of these were pre-war RIC men 
and how many were Black and Tans or Auxiliaries. 
 
Due to the ferocity of the Tans' behavior in Ireland and the atrocities committed, feelings continue to 
run high regarding their actions. "Black and Tan" or "Tan" remains a pejorative term for the British in 
Ireland, and they are still despised by many in Ireland.  One of the most famous Irish Republican songs is 
Dominic Behan's "Come out Ye Black and Tans". The Irish War of Independence is sometimes referred to 
as the "Tan War" or "Black-and-Tan War." This term was preferred by those who fought on the anti-
Treaty side in the Irish Civil War and is still used by Republicans today. The "Cogadh na Saoirse" medal, 
awarded since 1941 by the Irish government to IRA veterans of the War of Independence, bears a ribbon 
with two vertical stripes in black and tan. 
 
In March 2006, Ben and Jerry's released an ice cream flavor in the United States for Saint Patrick's Day 
inspired by the drink; the name offended Irish nationalists because of the paramilitary association. Ben 
and Jerry's have since apologized. A spokesman told Reuters, "Any reference on our part to the British 
Army unit was absolutely unintentional and no ill-will was ever intended."  In March 2012, the drink's 
name once more came into the news when Nike, as part of an Irish themed set of designs, released a 
pair of shoes advertised as the "Black and Tan" and generating offense similar to the earlier Ben and 
Jerry's ice cream. 
 


