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INTRODUCTION

Papal Bulls

A

papal bull is a type of public decree, letters patent, or charter issued by the pope. Papal bulls have
been in use at least since the 6th century, but the phrase was not used until around the end of the
13th century, and then only internally for unofficial administrative purposes. However, it had
become official by the 15th century, when one of the offices of the Apostolic Chancery was named
the "register of bulls" (registrum bullarum).
A bull's format formerly began with one line in tall, elongated letters containing three elements: the pope's
name, the papal title "Episcopus Servus Servorum Dei" (Bishop, Servant of the Servants of God), and its incipit,
i.e., the first few Latin words from which the bull took its title for record keeping purposes, but which might
not be directly indicative of the bull's purpose.
The body of the text had no specific conventions for its formatting; it was often very simple in layout. In
terms of content, the bull is simply the format in which a decree of the pope appears. Any subject may be
treated in a bull, and many were and are, including statutory decrees, episcopal appointments, dispensations,
excommunications, Apostolic constitutions, canonizations, and convocations.
The most distinctive characteristic of a bull was the metal seal (bulla), which was usually made of lead, but on
very solemn occasions was made of gold, as those on Byzantine imperial instruments often were (see Golden
Bull). The term "bulla" derives from the Latin "bullire" (to boil), and alludes to the fact that, whether of wax,
lead, or gold, the material making the seal had to be melted to soften it for impression.
Between 1139 and 1312, there were seven papal bulls by four different popes affecting the Knights Templar.
This is their story.
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Omni datum optimum

Frangipani
Family

The Frangipani family was a
powerful Roman patrician
clan in the Middle Ages.
The family claimed descent
from the Roman plebeian
family of Anicii, however,
the first mention of the
family dates only from 1014,
in a document relating to
the Abbazia di Farfa. A
parchment diploma of
Ottone I in the Frangipani
archive at Castello di
Porpetto, in Friuli, is dated
January 10, 973. They
played a significant part in
the struggle between Pope
Gregory VII and Holy
Roman Emperor Henry IV,
and briefly governed Rome
from 1107–1108. In the
feuding between the Orsini
and Colonna families they
supported the Orsini. Their
power was at its greatest
when they achieved the
election of Pope Honorius
II in 1124. From no later
than 1130 the Frangipani
held the Colosseum of
Rome, which they had
fortified and which gave
them strategic control of the
approaches to the Lateran
Palace, the papal residence,
from the north and west;
the family lost control of
the Colosseum to the
Annibaldi in the midthirteenth century.

(1139)
After the death of Pope Honorius II in 1130, the college of cardinals was divided
over his successor. A majority of cardinals elected Pietro Pierleoni (Anacletus II),
while a minority elected Papareschi (Innocent II). This led to a major schism in the
Roman Catholic Church. Anacletus had the support of most Romans, and the
Frangipani family, and forced Innocent to flee to France. North of the Alps,
Innocent gained the crucial support of St. Bernard of Clairvaux - a French abbot
and a major leader in the reform of Benedictine monasticism that caused the
formation of the Cistercian Order, Peter the Venerable - abbot of the Benedictine
abbey of Cluny, and Holy Roman Emperor Lothar III, leaving Anacletus with few
patrons. Anacletus, with little remaining support, died in the middle of the crisis in
1138. With the death of the anti-pope Honorius II, Innocent the II was able to seize
control.
Critically for the Templars, Bernard of Clairvaux was an
advocate for the Templar Order – and exercised a
significant influence on Innocent. This would signal a
decisive turn for the warrior knights. The first Grand
Master Hugh de Payens had been a tireless promoter of
the Templars around Europe and his successor Robert de
Craon was better connected and ready to take the Order
to the next level. As the First Crusade drew to a close,
the confidence of the Templars and their numbers were
increasing, as was their wealth and prestige. What they
needed was papal approval.
FIGURE 1 Innocent II
(papacy 1130-1143)

For a pope struggling against many foes for control of
the church, the idea of having a military order of swordwielding monks being wholly loyal to his person alone
must have been very appealing.

Pope Innocent II issued the papal bull Omne datum optimum (Latin for Every
perfect gift), a quotation from the Epistle of James) in 1139. The bull endorsed the
Order of the Poor Knights of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon (Knights
Templar), in which the Templar Rule was officially approved, and papal protection
given. Additionally, Omne datum optimum promised all spoils from Muslim conquest
to the Order, and made the Order exempt from tithes and taxes:
As for the things that you will receive from the spoils, you can confidently put them to
your own use, and we prohibit that you be coerced against your will to give anyone a
portion of these.
Omne datum optimum stated that the Templars could pass freely through any border,
owed no taxes, and were subject to no one’s authority except that of the Pope.
Conquered territory, once pillaged of its wealth, became a liability that required
investment in order to restore its value. The Knights Templar were in a unique
position to take advantage of their ability to make such investments. Officially, the
idea of lending money in return for interest was forbidden by the Church, but the
Knights of the Temple sidestepped this with the stipulation that the Templar retain
the rights to the production of mortgaged property meaning that instead of charging
interest, they charged rent. The Templars became a financial power and the majority

2

of the Order’s infrastructure was devoted not to combat, but to economic pursuits.
Territory acquired by the Knights of the Temple, lead the Order to a position of
significant power, both in Europe and the Holy Land. They owned large tracts of
land in Europe and the Middle East, built churches, and castles, bought farms and
vineyards, were involved in manufacturing and import/export, had their own fleet
of ships, and for a time owned the entire island of Cypress.

Milites Templi
Hierarchy of
the Catholic
Church

In the ecclesiological sense
of the term, "hierarchy"
strictly means the "holy
ordering" of the Church,
the Body of Christ, so to
respect the diversity of gifts
and ministries necessary for
genuine unity. In canonical
and general usage, it refers
to those who exercise
authority within a Christian
church. In the Catholic
Church, authority rests
chiefly with the bishops,
while priests and deacons
serve as their assistants, coworkers or helpers.
Accordingly, "hierarchy of
the Catholic Church" is also
used to refer to the bishops
alone. The Pope himself is a
bishop (the bishop of
Rome). The remaining
hierarchy of bishops is:
 Patriarchs
 Major archbishops
 Cardinals
 Primates
 Metropolitan bishops
 Archbishops
 Diocesan bishops

(1144)
In 1143, as Pope Innocent II lay dying, the Commune of Rome, to resist papal
power, began deliberations that officially reinstated the Roman Senate the following
year. He was succeeded by Pope Celestine II, born Guido di Castello.
Guido di Castello began his career in Rome as a
subdeacon and a scriptor apostolicus under Pope Callixtus
II. He was created Cardinal-Deacon of Santa Maria in
Via Lata by Pope Honorius II in 1127. Guido signed
the papal bull, Omne datum optimum in 1139. As the
cardinal of San Marco’s, he supported Innocent’s
claims with regards to Monte Cassino, and as a mark
of his confidence in him, Innocent made Guido the
rector of Benevento. Afterwards, he made him a papal
legate to France in 1140. Guido di Castello
participated in the papal election of 1143.

FIGURE 2 Celestine II
(papacy 1143-1144)

Guido was elected pope two days after the death of
Innocent II, on September 25, 1143, taking the name
of Celestine.

Celestine II issued Milites Templi (Latin for Soldiers of the Temple) in 1144. The
bull discusses briefly the military aspects of the Order:
through them that God has freed the eastern church from the filth of the pagans and
defeated the enemies of the Christian faith.
This illustrates the complete sanction for the military aspects of the Order, including
the taking of human life, if it means fighting for the Christian realm. This consent
for violence is in stark contrast to other monastic orders, including the Cistercians.
The papal bull moves on to petition the clergy to:
encourage the people that God has entrusted to you to make contributions in order to
supply their needs.
The bull goes on to explain that there would be spiritual rewards for those that
provide support for the brotherhood which was an important privilege for the
Order in attracting new members and donations.
Milites Templi, together with Omne datum optimum (1139) and the next bull - Militia
Dei (1145) – form the foundation for the Order's future wealth and success.
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Latin

Latin was originally spoken
in the area surrounding
Rome, known as Latium.
The Latin alphabet was
derived from the Etruscan
and Greek alphabets, and
ultimately from the
Phoenician alphabet.
Through the power of the
Roman Republic, it became
the dominant language,
initially in Italy and
subsequently throughout
the Western Roman
Empire. Vulgar (common
speech) Latin developed
into the Romance
languages, such as Italian,
Portuguese, Spanish,
French, and Romanian. By
the late Roman Republic (75
BC), Old Latin had been
standardized into Classical
Latin. Vulgar Latin was the
colloquial form spoken
during the same time and
attested in inscriptions and
the works of comic
playwrights. Late Latin is
the written language from
the 3rd century, and
Medieval Latin the language
used from the 9th century
to the Renaissance which
used Renaissance Latin.
Later, Early Modern Latin
and Modern Latin evolved.
Latin was used as the
language of international
communication,
scholarship, and science
until well into the 18th
century, when it began to be
supplanted by vernaculars.
Ecclesiastical Latin remains
the official language of the
Holy See and the Roman
Rite of the Catholic Church.

Militia Dei

(1145)
Celestine II governed the Church for only five months and thirteen days from his
election until his death on March 8, 1144. The election of his successor took place in
the shadow of this municipal revolution, which opposed the secular rule of the
Pope. He was succeeded by Lucius II.
Pope Lucius II was born Gherardo Caccianemici dal Orso. He was for many years a
canon of the Basilica di San Frediano before his elevation by Pope Honorius II to
cardinal priest of Santa Croce in Gerusalemme in 1124. Honorius also appointed
him the librarian of the Diocese of Rome before appointing him papal legate in
Germany in 1125 and again in 1130.
Lucius was pope from March 9, 1144 to his death in 1145. His pontificate was
notable for the unrest in Rome associated with the Commune of Rome and its
attempts to wrest control of the city from the papacy. He was succeeded by Eugene
III (Bernardo da Pisa).
He was a man of rather humble origins. In 1106 he
was a canon of the cathedral chapter in Pisa and from
1115 is attested as subdeacon. 1133–1138 he acted as
vicedominus of the archdiocese of Pisa. Between May,
1134 and February, 1137 he was ordained to the
priesthood by Pope Innocent II, who resided at that
time in Pisa. Under the influence of Bernard of
Clairvaux he entered the Cistercian Order in the
monastery of Clairvaux in 1138. A year later he
returned to Italy as leader of the Cistercian
community in Scandriglia. In 1140, Pope Innocent II
named him abbot of the monastery of S. Anastasio
alle Tre Fontane outside Rome.
Bernardo da Pisa was elected pope on February 15,
1145, the same day as the death of his predecessor
(papacy 1145-1153)
Lucius II. He took the name Eugene III. He was the
first Cistercian to become Pope. It was Eugene III in response to the fall of Edessa
to the Muslims in 1144, proclaimed the Second Crusade.
FIGURE 3 Eugene III

In 1145, Pope Eugene III issued the papal bull Militia Dei (Latin for Soldiers of
God) that consolidated the Knights Templar's independence from local clerical
hierarchies by giving the Order the right to build its own chapels independent of the
diocesan authority and bury their dead in the cemeteries of these chapels. Some of
these privileges were simply reinforcements of the privileges given in Omne Datum
Optimum which suggest that there were problems with implementing these
privileges. Eugenius also was responsible for granting the Templars the right to wear
the red cross on the breast of their mantle. The support of Eugenius III was
instrumental in establishing the Knights Templar as an important military order in
the Holy Land and also in Western Europe.
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Pastoralis
praeeminentiae

Capetian
Dynasty

The Capetian dynasty, also
known as the House of
France, was founded by
Hugh Capet. It is among the
largest and oldest royal
houses in Europe and the
world, and consists of Hugh
Capet's male-line
descendants. The senior line
ruled in France as the
House of Capet from the
election of Hugh Capet in
987 until the death of
Charles IV in 1328. The
dynasty had a crucial role in
the formation of the French
state. The Capetian kings
slowly but steadily increased
their power and influence
until it grew to cover the
entirety of their realm.
Members of the dynasty
were traditionally Catholic,
and the early Capetians had
an alliance with the Church.
The French were also the
most active participants in
the Crusades, culminating in
a series of five Crusader
Kings – Louis VII, Philip
Augustus, Louis VIII, Saint
Louis, and Philip III. The
Capetian alliance with the
papacy suffered a severe
blow after the disaster of
the Aragonese Crusade.
Philip III's son and
successor, Philip IV,
humiliated a pope and
brought the papacy under
French control.

(1307)
On Friday, October 13, 1307, hundreds of
the Knights Templar were arrested in France,
an action apparently motivated financially and
undertaken by the efficient royal bureaucracy
to increase the prestige of the crown. King
Philip IV was the force behind this move, but
it has also
embellished the historical reputation of Pope Clement
V. From the very day of Clement V's coronation, the
king charged the Templars with usury, credit inflation,
fraud, heresy, sodomy, immorality, and abuses, and
the scruples of the Pope were heightened by a
growing sense that the burgeoning French State
might not wait for the Church, but would proceed
independently.
On November 17, 1307, five weeks after the arrest,
Clement sent his chaplain, Arnaud de Falguieres to
the Capetian court. Five days later, the pope issued a
letter, Pastoralis praeeminentiae (Latin for Pastoral
superiority), to all leaders of Christendom in order to
create a common front with regard to the Templars.
Without producing any clear verdict, Clement required
all Christian princes to “prudently, discreetly, and secretly”
arrest all Templars and to hold their property in safe
custody. The pope used the occasion to praise the
good faith of Philip the Fair and his pure religious
motivations in the arrest. The papal order led to the
arrest of the Templars in England, Ireland, Castile,
Aragon, Portugal, Germany, Italy, and Cypris.

FIGURE 4 Clement V
(papacy 1305-1314)

The bull freed Philip from political isolation and
conferred on him apostolic legitimacy. Clement’s
praise suggests a weak, indecisive pope easily falling
into a carefully laid trap set by a dominant king. A
chronicler of the period however notes that the pope’s FIGURE 5 Jacques de Molay
readiness to enlist all Christian kings in the trial of the (Grand master 1298-1314)
Templars was not meant to strengthen Philip’s
position but, rather, Clement’s. As for the Templars, they could apparently do
nothing to help their cause. Clement’s first move against the Order came after the
full confession of Jacques de Molay – the Order’s Grand Master.
On December 24, 1307, two months after his confession, the Grand Master
retracted his former declarations. His example was soon followed by other members
of the Order. On the same day as Molay’s retraction, the king voiced his
commitment to the church. He reminded the pope that he had carried out the
arrests according to the request of the inquisitor of heresy, who had been sent to our kingdom by
apostolic authority. Philip further assured the curia that his action was not meant to
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harm the church but to protect in their integrity both ours and the church’s rights and that the
Templar’s wealth would be kept for the subsidy of the Holy Land.
In February, 1308, Clement stopped all inquisitorial activities in France on the
grounds that he had become suspicious of the great power wielded by the king and
of the accuracy of the charges levelled against the Templars.

Tours

During the Middle Ages,
Tours consisted of two
juxtaposed and competing
centers. The "City" in the
east, successor of the late
Roman 'castrum', was
composed of the
archiepiscopal establishment
(the cathedral and palace of
the archbishops) and of the
castle of Tours, seat of the
authority of the Counts of
Tours (later Counts of
Anjou) and of the King of
France. In the west, the
"new city" structured
around the Abbey of Saint
Martin was freed from the
control of the City during
the 10th century (an
enclosure was built towards
918) and became
"Châteauneuf". This space,
organized between Saint
Martin and the Loire,
became the economic
center of Tours. Between
these two centers remained
Varennes, vineyards and
fields, little occupied except
for the Abbaye Saint-Julien
established on the banks of
the Loire. The two centers
were linked during the 14th
century.

The Capetian court launched a formidable propaganda campaign, often
accompanied with intimidating tones against the pope. In late February, 1308, the
king as the masters of theology in Paris about the most suitable action that should
be taken against an Order charged with heresy. The theologians, however, did not
provide Philip with the desired answer he sought. Recognition of the immunity of
the church formed the basic principle of their response (March 25, 1308). While the
theologians praised Philip’s devotion to the faith, they stated that the kings rights do
not superseded, or justify, the usurpation of others’ rights. The fact that the Templars were
knights suspected of heresy did not affect their religious professions. The
theologians were equally uncompromising with regard to Templar property.
An Assembly met at Tours from May 5 to May 15, 1308. The king gained the
support of the representatives of the bourgeoisie, 700 in all, who were easy prey for
the royal propaganda. The clergy refrained from supporting the king. The absence
of nobles and prelates eventually enabled royal pressure to be exerted. The majority,
four-fifths, supported resumption of negotiations with the pope while assuring
complete royal control over the persons and property of the Temple.
Royal rhetoric, however, did not persuade Clement to hand over his authority to
Philip. The pope declared that he would not take any decision until the members
and the property of the Order had been transferred to him. If the Templars were to
be found innocent, he would set them free; if not, he would put them beyond the
church. The fate of the Order’s property was eventually left to the decision of the
Council of Vienne. Although public declarations suggest an impasse, subsequent
development hint at the possibility of secrete negotiations that paved the way for
compromise between the pope and the king.

Faciens misericordiam

(1308)
Between July, and August, 1308, Clement
contributed his share to the Capetian campaign
against the Templars. The papal letter, Ad omnium
fere (August 12, 1308), recorded the different
stages of the trial; Clement’s original incredulity
in regard to the heresy ascribed to the Templars
and their confessions of serious crimes, which
had forced the pope to reconsider his policy. In a
series of letters written in July and August, the
pope allowed the inquisitor in France to proceed
with the trial and ordered the clergy to prevent
members of the Order from receiving any help;
those prelates who dared disobey would
incriminate themselves with charges of heresy.
All princes of Christendom were urged to arrest
any Templars still free in their territories.
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Canon Law

The Apostolic Canons or
Ecclesiastical Canons of the
Same Holy Apostles is a
collection of ancient
ecclesiastical decrees
(eighty-five in the Eastern,
fifty in the Western Church)
concerning the government
and discipline of the Early
Christian Church,
incorporated with the
Apostolic Constitutions
which are part of the AnteNicene Fathers. In the
Catholic Church, canon law
is the system of laws and
legal principles made and
enforced by the Church's
hierarchical authorities to
regulate its external
organization and
government and to order
and direct the activities of
Catholics toward the
mission of the Church. The
Catholic Church has what is
claimed to be the oldest
continuously functioning
internal legal system in
Western Europe, much later
than Roman law but
predating the evolution of
modern European civil law
traditions. What began with
rules ("canons") adopted by
the Apostles at the Council
of Jerusalem in the first
century has developed into
a highly complex legal
system encapsulating not
just norms of the New
Testament, but some
elements of the Hebrew
(Old Testament), Roman,
Visigothic, Saxon, and
Celtic legal traditions.

Pope Clement issued the bulls Faciens misericordiam (Latin for Granting
forgiveness) on August 12, 1308. It was written on August 8th, and then read aloud on
the 12th at the College of Cardinals. That, along with the bull Regnans in coelis
(Latin for Ruling in the Heavens), called a general council to meet on October 1, 1310,
at Vienne in France for the purpose "of making provision in regard to the Order of Knights
Templar, both the individual members and its lands, and in regard to other things in reference to
the Catholic Faith, the Holy Land, and the improvement of the Church and of ecclesiastical
persons".
The bulls were sent to the kings of the respective Christian countries and to the
archbishops of the various church provinces. The archbishops of every church
province with two or three bishops, as designated in the individual bulls, were to
appear in person at the council, the bishops remaining at home were to transfer
their rights to their colleagues who had been personally called. The bishops and
prelates of all kinds were also to bring to the council proposals and motions in
writing concerning the points to be improved in church life. A special bull of
August 8, 1308, directed the Order of Knights Templar to send suitable defensores to
the council, before which the grand master and the other chief officials had been
commanded to appear in person. The council, however, could not open at the
appointed time, on account of the trials of the Templars which were begun in the
various countries, and the process respecting Boniface VIII which Clement V had
undertaken at the appeal of the French king Philip the Fair. The bull Alma mater of
April 4, 1310, postponed the opening of the council until October 1, 1311, on
account of the investigation of the Templars that was not yet finished. In
September, the pope went to Vienne with the cardinals and on October 16, the first
formal session of the council was held in the cathedral there. This was the Fifteenth
Ecumenical Council. In his opening address the pope again designated the three
following points as the main tasks of the council: the matter of the Templars; the
assistance to be given the Holy Land; and the reform of the clerical order and of
morals.
The Acts of the council have disappeared, with the exception of a fragment found
in a manuscript in the National Library at Paris. Consequently there is no positive
certainty as to the course of the synod. The number of its members is also variously
stated by the authorities. The best known proceedings of the council are those
respecting the Templars. A commission was appointed to examine the official
records concerning the Order, in which commission the various classes of
participants in the council and the different countries were represented. From the
members of this commission was formed a smaller committee of archbishops and
bishops presided over by the Archbishop of Aquileia, which was to examine
exhaustively the official records and the abstracts of these. The pope and the
cardinals negotiated with the members of this commission respecting the matter.
The majority of the cardinals and nearly all the members of the commission were of
the opinion that the Order of Knights Templar should be granted the right to
defend itself, and that no proof collected up to then was sufficient to condemn the
Order of the heresy of which it was accused without straining the law. As early as
the beginning of December, 1311, the cardinals and commission had voted to this
effect.
The pope was in a difficult position, on account of the insistence of the powerful
French king. In February, 1312, the king himself appeared with a great retinue
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before the gates of the city of Vienne, and vehemently demanded the suppression of
the Templars in a letter of March 2, addressed to the pope. Clement now adopted
the expedient of suppressing the Order of Knights Templar, not by legal method (de
jure), but on the plea of solicitude for the Church and by Apostolic ordinance (per
modum provisionis sen ordinationis apostolicae). The pope announced this decision in an
assembly of the cardinals, on March 22, 1312. On April 3, the second formal session
of the council was held; the French king and his three sons were present, and the
decision respecting the suppression of the Templars was promulgated.

Vox in excelso

(1312)
The bull of Suppression Vox in excelso (Latin
for Voice on high) dated March 22, 1312 bestowed
Apostolic legitimacy on the abolition of the
Temple. This bull was approved by the Council
on April 3, 1312. The pope had retained for
himself the decision as to the persons and the
lands of the Templars. The directives given
within the Bull were to formally dissolve the
Order of the Knights Templar, effectively
removing Papal support for them and revoking
the mandates given to them by previous popes in
the 12th and 13th centuries.

Paris Temple

The enclos du Temple,
enclosure of the Temple,
also called the house of the
Temple in Paris, was the
chief town of the province
of France of the Order of
the Temple and the biggest
Templar Commandery of
France. The Knights
Templar actually began in
the 12th century,
constructing a fort first
(Vieux Temple or Old
Temple) in Le Marais. In
the 13th century, a new
fortress was built as their
European headquarters. The
enclosure originally featured
a number of buildings
important to the running of
the Order, and included a
church and a massive
turreted keep known as
Grosse Tour (great tower),
and a smaller tower called
Tour de César (Caesar's
Tower). The heavy doors of
the Grosse Tour still exist
and are kept at Château de
Vincennes whose great
keep, attributed to
Raymond du Temple, is
speculated to have been
inspired by the nearby
Templar fortress. The
Temple is also known for
having been the place where
the French royal family was
jailed at the time of the
Revolution.

In view of the suspicion, infamy, loud insinuations and
other things which have been brought against the other ...
and also the secret and clandestine reception of the brother
of this Order; in view, moreover, of the serious scandal
which has arisen from these things, which it did not seem
could be stopped while the Order remained in being, and the danger to faith and souls, and the
many horrible things which have been done by the very many of the brothers of this Order, who have
lapsed into the sin of wicked apostasy... it is not without bitterness and sadness of heart that we
abolish the aforesaid Order of the Temple, and its constitution, habit and name, by an irrevocable
and perpetually valid decree; and we subject it to perpetual prohibition with the approval of the
Holy Council, strictly forbidding anyone to presume to enter the said Order in the future, or to
receive or wear its habit, or to act as a Templar.
— Vox in excelso
The constitution, Considerantes dadum (May 6), left to Clement’s decision the
fate of the Templar leaders; Grand Master Jacques de Molay; the visitor of France,
Hugh de Pairaud; the pope’s former chamberlain, Olivier de Penne; the preceptor of
Normandy, Geoffroi de Charney; the preceptor of Acquitaine and Poitou, Geoffroi
de Gonneville; and the preceptor of Cyprus, Raimbaud de Caron. The pope
appointed special commissioners to carry out the conciliar decisions throughout
Christendom. Provential councils were to decide the fate of Templars. Those who
were found innocent or had submitted to the church were to be given a pension,
drawn on the property of the Order, in accordance with their respective status. They
could reside either in former Templar houses or in other monasteries. Those who
relapsed or remained impenitent were to be treated with the full rigor of canon law.
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Île aux Juifs

Île aux Juifs (Jews Island),
Paris, also called Île des
Templiers (Templar Island)
is situated just west of the
Île de la Cité (Island of the
City). The island of the Jews
belonged to the abbey of
Saint-Germain-des-Prés.
The island of the Jews
adjoined the garden of the
Palace and the convent or
the quai des Augustins. It
was on this island that
Jacques Molay, grand
master of the Templars, and
Guy, commander of
Normandy, were burned
alive on March 18, 1314. A
plaque marks the location
today.

Translation: At this
location, Jacques de Molay,
last Grand Master of the
Knights Templar, was
burned on 18 March 1314.
Soon after, the abbot of
Saint-Germain-des-Pres
complained to the king that,
by this execution, he had
been prejudicing the rights
of his seigniory. Philippe-leBel, in his reply, declared
that he had not had this
intention.

All fugitives were ordered to appear before the relevant provincial council within
one year, failing which they were to be declared heretics.

Ad providam

(1312)
All that remained now was the fate of
Templar property, a subject towards
which Clement displayed great
obstinacy. Finally, the pope told the
prelates that he would like best to have
their consent to the transfer of the
property to the Order of St. John
(Hospitaller), but that he was
determined to do this with or without
their agreement. Ad providam (Latin
for To foresee) was signed May 2, 1312 transferring the Templar property to those who
are ever placing their lives in jeopardy for the defense of the faith beyond the seas. The Order of
St. John was to inherit all that was in the possession of the Templars in the month of October
1307, when they were arrested in France. The bull did not include the Templar’s property
in Castile, Aragon, Portugal, and Majorca, the fate of which was left to the pope’s
later judgement.
Philip eventually agreed to transfer the Templar’s wealth to the Hospital, provided
that the pope managed to undertake a complete reform of that Order both in its head
and membership (August 24, 1312). The king further specified that the goods of the
Templars would be transferred to the Order of St. John only after the deduction of
necessary expenses for the custody and administration of these goods’ and without affecting the
rights of the king, the prelates, barons, nobles, and all other persons of the kingdom who had a
share in the aforesaid property.
The bulls Ad providam of May 2, and Nuper in concilio (Latin for Recent council)
of May 16, confiscated Templar property. The fate of the Templars themselves was
decided by the bull Considerantes (Latin for Considering) of May 6. In the bulls
Licet dudum (Latin for Although long - December 18, 1312), Dudum in generali concilio
(Latin for Before the general council - December 31, 1312) and Licet pridem (Latin for
Although ago - January 13, 1313), Clement V dealt with further aspects of the
Templars' property.
The last event in the Templar tragedy came in 1314. In accordance with the
decisions of the Council of Vienne, Clement V delegated the judgement of the
Templar leaders to three cardinals – Nicolas de Freauville, Arnaud d’Aux, and
Arnaud Nouvel (December 22, 1313). Three months later, they sentenced the
knights to life confinement (March 14, 1314). Though Hugues de Pairaud and
Geoffroi de Gonneville acquiesced in their fate, Jacques de Molay and Geoffroi de
Charney protested, contending that their only crime had been to confess under
torture the false charges against their Order. On March 18, 1314, the two were
burned to death as relapse on the Ile aux Juifs.
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Chinon Parchment

(1308)
The Chinon Parchment is a historical document discovered
in September, 2001, by Barbara Frale, an Italian
paleographer at the Vatican Secret Archives. On the basis of
the Parchment, she has claimed that, in 1308, Pope Clement
V absolved the last Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, and
the rest of the leadership of the Knights Templar from
charges brought against them. The Parchment is dated
August 17–20, 1308, at Chinon, France, and was written by
Bérenger Fredoli, Etienne de Suisy and Landolfo Brancacci,
Cardinals who were of Saints Nereus and Achileus, St.
Cyriac in Thermis and Sant'Angelo in Pescheria respectively.
An investigation was carried out by agents of the Pope to
verify claims against the accused in the castle of Chinon in
the diocese of Tours. According to this document and
another Chinon Parchment (see below), Pope Clement V
instructed cardinals to conduct the investigation of the accused Knights Templar.
The cardinals therefore

Chinon

The historic town of
Chinon is on the banks of
the Vienne River in France
about 6 miles from where it
joins the Loire. Settlement
in Chinon dates from
prehistoric times, with a
pronounced importance for
both French and English
history. The castle of
Chinon, Château de Chinon,
was founded by Theobald I,
Count of Blois in the 10th
century. In 1156 Henry II
of England, a member of
the House of Anjou, took
the castle from his brother
Geoffrey, Count of Nantes.
Early in the 13th century,
King Philip II of France
harassed the English lands
in France and in 1205 he
captured Chinon after a
siege that lasted several
months, after which the
castle remained under
French control. When King
Philip IV accused the
Knights Templar of heresy
during the first decade of
the 14th century, several
leading members of the
order were imprisoned
there.

…declare through this official statement directed to all who will read it . . . [that] the very
same lord Pope wishing and intending to know the pure, complete, and uncompromised truth
from the leaders of the said Order, namely Brother Jacques de Molay, Grandmaster of the
Order of Knights Templar, Brother Raymbaud de Caron, Preceptor [of] the commandaries of
Templar Knights in Outremer, Brother Hugo de Pérraud, Preceptor of France, Brother
Geoffroy de Gonneville, Preceptor of Aquitania and Poitou, and Geoffroy de Charney,
Preceptor of Normandy, ordered and commissioned us specifically and by his verbally expressed
will in order that we might with diligence examine the truth by questioning the grandmaster
and the aforementioned preceptors one-by-one and individually, having summoned notaries
public and trustworthy witnesses.
Raymbaud de Caron was the first to be interrogated, on August 17, 1308.
After this oath, by the authority of [the] lord Pope specifically granted to us for that purpose,
we extended to this humbly asking Brother Raymbaud, in a form accepted by the Church, the
mercy of pardon from the verdict of excommunication that had been incurred by the
aforementioned deeds, restoring him to unity with the Church and reinstating him to the
communion of the faithful and the sacraments of the Church.
Also interrogated on August 17, were Geoffroy de Charney and, third, Geoffroy de
Gonneville. On August 19, 1308, Hugo de Pérraud was the fourth Templar to be
interrogated. The Grandmaster was interrogated last, on August 20, 1308.
The Chinon Parchment itself was prepared by Robert de Condet, cleric of the
diocese of Soissons and an apostolic notary; the other apostolic notaries public were
Umberto Vercellani, Nicolo Nicolai de Benvenuto, and Master Amise d’Orléans le
Ratif. Witnesses to the proceedings were Brother Raymond (abbot of the
Benedictine monastery of St. Theofred, in the diocese of Annecy), Master Berard (or
Bernard?) de Boiano (archdeacon of Troia), Raoul de Boset (confessor and canon
from Paris), and Pierre de Soire (overseer of Saint-Gaugery in Cambresis).
According to the surviving Parchment, the other notaries public made three other,
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more detailed copies. All documents were sealed and signed by the participants.
According to the Parchment,
Their words and confessions were written down exactly in the way that they are included here
by the notaries whose names are listed below, in the presence of witnesses [also] listed below.
We also ordered that these things be drawn up in this official form and validated by the
protection of our seals.

Vatican
Secret
Archives

The Vatican Secret Archives
is the central repository in
the Vatican City for all of
the acts promulgated by the
Holy See. The actual name
of the Vatican archives is
Archivum Secretum Apostolicum
Vaticanum . ‘Secretum’ in
Latin does not mean ‘secret’
as some may suppose. It is
more accurately translated
to mean ‘personal’ or
‘private’. The archives are in
fact made up of the private
letters and historic records
of past popes over the past
four centuries. The archives
were established by Pope
Paul V. It was not until
1881 that Pope Leo XIII
allowed researchers to view
some of the archive’s
contents. Once admitted,
scholars must request which
specific documents they
wish to review. They are
only allowed to request
three per day and they must
select articles from catalogs
in which items are
handwritten in Italian or
Latin. These catalogs are
contain 50 miles of
shelving and documents
dating back to the eighth
century. If a person were
fortunate enough to gain
access to the Vatican
Archives, he or she would
be able to view the 197foot-long scroll containing
the minutes of the trials of
the Knights Templar.

The Chinon Parchment details a failed attempt by the Pope to preserve the
Templars from the machinations of King Philip IV of France, through establishing
that the Order was not heretical and was capable of reform under the aegis of the
Church. However, as it became apparent that Philip had determined upon the
extermination of the Order (and the confiscation of its considerable wealth and
property within his kingdom), the Pope was forced to abandon the Templars to
their fates by the threat of military force from the King. Outside France, the
dissolution of the Order was achieved with far less bloodshed, and surviving
members of the Order were absorbed into other religious institutions.
In 2007, The Vatican published the Chinon Parchment as part of a limited edition
of 799 copies of Processus Contra Templarios (The Trial of the Templars) after
centuries of obscurity, with an eight-hundredth (unnumbered) copy being presented
to Pope Benedict XVI.
Another Chinon parchment has long been known to historians, having been
published by Étienne Baluze in 1693 and by Pierre Dupuy in 1751. This other
parchment is dated August 20, 1308, also at Chinon; it was written by cardinals
Bérenger Fredol (cardinal priest of Saints Nereus and Achileus), Etienne de Suisy
(cardinal priest of Saint Cyriac in Thermis), and Landolfo Brancaccio (deacon of
Sant'Angelo in Pescheria). Addressed to Philip IV of France, the parchment states
that absolution had been granted to all those Templars who had confessed to
heresy, and that the writers had "restored them to the Sacraments and to the unity of the
Church".

11

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN

Seven Papal Bulls and the Knights Templar

