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INTRODUCTION

Pilgrim Medal Program

T

he Pilgrim Medal Program was established by the Grand Priory of the United States of America
(GPUSA), Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (SMOTJ) as a charitable project to
assist with the preservation of the Holy Places in Jerusalem and promote the pious practice of
pilgrimage. Three distinguished medal sets have been created to recognize members of GPUSA,
members of the international Order (OSMTH), and Friends of the Order.

There are three distinct medals within the Pilgrim’s Medal Program:





The Palmer’s Medal (gold) will be awarded to applicants who make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
and who contemplate, either by participating in a religious service or by solitary reflection their
spiritual heritage in six major sites in the Holy Land.
The Pilgrim’s Medal (silver) will be awarded to applicants who make a pilgrimage to a major
Christian holy place in Europe or the Middle East that is recognized as a pilgrimage site during the
time of the Templars and who contemplate, either by participating in a religious service or by solitary
reflection, their spiritual heritage.
The Templar Medal (bronze) will be awarded to applicants who make a pilgrimage to recognized
Templar sites in Europe or the Middle East and who contemplate, either by participating in a
religious service or by solitary reflection, their spiritual heritage. The only requirement is that the
individual has contemplated their spiritual heritage at that site.

This publication focuses on the sites associated with the Templar Medal in England and Scotland.
Description: On an escallop proper (bronze), the crowned reversed patriarchal cross of the Order, enameled
gules (red) pendant from the ribbon of the Order surmounted/centered by a mounted optional engraved bar
(bronze), identifying the place and date of the visit to the Templar site.
Ribbon: 35 mm wide, with 3 mm silver, 3 mm gold and 3 mm silver vertical bands on either side of a 17 mm
center band of black. The miniature ribbon will be half the width of the regular size ribbon.
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England
The history of the Knights Templar in England began
when the French nobleman Hughes de Payens, the
founder and Grand Master of the Order of the Knights
Templar, visited the country in 1128 to raise men and
money for the Crusades.
King Henry II (1154–1189) granted the Templars land
across England, including some territory by Castle
Baynard on the River Fleet, where they built a round
church, patterned after the Knights Templar headquarters on Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The Templar
estate at Cressing Temple in Essex was one of the very earliest and largest Templar estates in England. The
Order was also given the advowson (right to nominate the clergy) of St Clement Danes.
In 1184, the Templars' headquarters was transferred to the New Temple (Temple Church) in London where
once again they built a round church, this one patterned after the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
It was consecrated in 1185, and became the location for initiation rituals. In 1185 a hospital granted to the
Knights Templars, for the use of sick persons, was this year founded at Newark, Nottinghamshire and by
1185, the Order of the Knights Templar had extensive holdings in London, Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent,
Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Salop, Oxfordshire, Cornwall, Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.
The involvement of Templars in financial matters is highlighted by Walter of Coventry's story of Gilbert de
Ogrestan, the Knight Templar accused of embezzling taxes collected in the Saladin tithe of 1188. He was
severely punished by his contemporary Master. In 1200, Pope Innocent III issued a Papal Bull declaring the
immunity of persons and goods within the houses of the Knights Templar from local laws. This ensured that
the New Temple became a royal treasury as well as the repository for the order's accumulated revenues.
These financial resources provided the basis for the development of the Templar's local banking facilities.
King Richard I (1189–1199) confirmed the Templars' land holdings and granted them immunity from all
pleas, suits danegeld and from murdrum and latrocinium.
King John (1199–1216) had substantial financial dealings with the Knights Templar. At the time of
Runnymede, not only was Aymeric de St Maur present, but King John was also resident at the Temple when
the Barons first presented their demands. He awarded them the island of Lundy as well as land at Huntspill,
Cameley, Harewood, Radnage and Northampton. King Henry III (1207–1272) also had substantial dealing
with Templars, the king's Wardrobe being located there in 1225. He entrusted Templar knights with military,
financial and diplomatic commissions, and even considered being buried in the Temple. He did in fact
establish a chantry there in 1231. King Edward I (1239–1307) had accorded the Knights Templar a slighter
role in public affairs, financial issues often being handled by Italian merchants and diplomacy by mendicant
orders. Indeed, Edward I raided the treasury in 1283.
When Philip IV, King of France suppressed the order in 1307, King Edward II of England at first refused to
believe the accusations. Between October 13, 1307 and January 8, 1308, the Templars went unmolested in
England. During this period many fugitive Templars, seeking to escape torture and execution, fled to
apparent safety there. But after repeated pressure from Philip IV and Clement V on Edward II, a few halfhearted arrests were made. During a trial running from October 22, 1309 until March 18, 1310 most of the
arrested Templars were forced to acknowledge the belief that the Order's Master could give absolution was
heretical, and were officially reconciled with the church, many entering more conventional monastic Orders.
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Most Templars in England were never arrested, and the persecution of their leaders was brief. The Order was
dissolved due to damaged reputation, but given the pope and church's judgement of the order as free from
guilt, all members in England were free to find themselves a new place in society. Templar lands and assets
were given to the Order of the Hospital of Saint John, a sister military order—though the English crown held
onto some assets until 1338. The largest portion of former Templars joined the Hospitallers, while other
remaining members joined the Cistercian order, or lived on pension as lay members of society.
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Nearly any site in England which uses the name "Temple," can probably be traced to Templar origins. The
following is a partial list of Templar sites throughout England. GPUSA Pilgrim Medal Site
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Bisham Abbey, Berkshire
All Saints Church, Claverley, Shropshire
Temple Church, Bristol
Temple Church, London
The Holy Sepulchre, Cambridge,
Cambridgeshire
The Holy Sepulchre, Northampton*
Garway Church, Herefordshire
Cressing Temple, Essex
Temple Balsall & Church, Warwickshire
Temple Church, Temple, Cornwall
Temple Ewell & Church, Kent
Rothley Temple, Rothley, Leicestershire
Round Church, Ludlow Castle,
Shropshire
St. Mary's Church, Baldock, Hertfordshire
Shipley Church, Shipley, West Sussex
St. Mary's House, Bramber, West Sussex
St. Mary's Church, Sompting, West Sussex
Poling Church, Poling, West Sussex
Templar Church, Dover
St. Maurice’s Church, Horkstow, North
Lincolnshire
Denny Abbey, Cambridgeshire

Other locations

































Place names













Temple Rockely, Wiltshire
Temple Guiting, Gloucestershire
Temple Ewell, Kent
Temple Belwood, North Lincolnshire

Temple Bruer, Lincolnshire
Temple Dinsley, Hertfordshire (now the
village of Preston)
Templecombe, near Sherborne
Temple Mills
Temple Cloud, Somerset
Temple Newsam, Leeds
Temple Sowerby, Cumbria
Temple Hirst, Yorkshire
Temple Cowton, North Yorkshire
Temple Hirst, North Yorkshire
Temple Herdewyke, Warwickshire
Temple Hill, South Witham

Royston Cave, Hertfordshire
Baldock, Hertfordshire
South Witham, Lincolnshire
Caynton Caves, Shropshire
Foulbridge Manor, North Yorkshire
Penhill Preceptory, North Yorkshire
Ribston Hall, North Yorkshire
Wetherby, North Yorkshire
Aslacksby, Lincolnshire
Bottesford, Lindsey
Maltby, Lincolnshire
Skirbek, Lincolnshire
Willoughton, Lincolnshire
Copmanthorpe, York
Bottlesford, Wiltshire
Eagle, Lincolnshire
Westerdale, North Yorkshire
Bulstrode, Buckinhmanshire
Duxford, Cambridgeshire
Keele, Staffordshire
Melchbourne, Bedfordshire
Clanfield, Oxfordshire
Great Limber, Lincolnshire
Whitley, North Yorkshire
Snainton, North Yorkshire
Flaxfleet, Yorkshire
Balsall, Warwickshire
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire
Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire
Sutton Camera, Herefordshire
Upleaden, Herefordshire
Kilpeck, herefordshire

* Not a confirmed historical Templar site
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Master of the
Temple

The church always has
two clergy, called the
"Master of the Temple"
and the "Reader of the
Temple," the title of the
Master of the Temple
recalls the title of the
head of the former
Order of the Knights
Templar. The master of
the Temple is appointed
by the Crown, the right
of appointment was
reserved when the
Church was granted to
the two Inns by James I
in 1608. The church has
the status of a peculiar
rather than a private
chapel and is outside any
episcopal or
archiepiscopal
jurisdiction. The present
Master of the Temple is
the Reverend Robin
Griffith-Jones, appointed
in 1999. The Master
gives regular lunchtime
talks open to the public.
The official title of the
Master of the Temple is
the "Reverend and
Valiant Master of the
Temple." His official
residence is the Master's
House, a Georgian
townhouse built next to
the church in 1764.

Temple Church London
Temple Church in the City of London located between Fleet Street and the River
Thames, was built by the Knights Templar as their English headquarters. In the
mid-12th century, before the construction of the church, the Knights Templar in
London had met at a site in High Holborn in a structure originally established by
Hugues de Payens (the site had been historically the location of a Roman temple in
Londinium, now known as London).
Because of the rapid growth of the Order, by the 1160s the site had become too
confined, and the Order purchased the current site for the establishment of a larger
monastic complex as their headquarters in England. King Henry II, gifted land close
to the River Thames to the Order of the Knights Templar.
After the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 by the Crusaders, the Dome of the Rock was
given to the Augustinians, who turned it into a church (while the Al-Aqsa Mosque
became a royal palace). Because the Dome of the Rock was the site of the Temple
of Solomon, the Knights Templar set up their headquarters in the Al-Aqsa Mosque
adjacent to the Dome for much of the 12th century. The Templum Domini, as they
called the Dome of the Rock, along with the Church of the Holy Sepulchre upon
which it was based soon became the architectural model for Round Templar
churches across Europe. In a twist of fate, that church may originally have been a
temple to Aphrodite in the second century.
The church building
comprises two separate
sections: The original circular
church building, called the
Round Church and now
acting as a nave, and a later
rectangular section adjoining
on the east side, built
approximately half a century
later, forming the chancel.
Figure 1 Round Church and chancel

The Round Church is 55 feet
in diameter, and contains
within it a circle of the
earliest known surviving
free-standing Purbeck
Marble columns. It is
probable that the walls and
grotesque heads were
originally painted in colors.

Figure 2 Detail of head carvings
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Work on the London
headquarters of the Knights
Templar began in the 1160s.
It was consecrated at
Candlemas in honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary on
February 10, 1185 by
Heraclius, Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem - later re-dedicated
in 1240 when the new
chancel was built. It is
believed that King Henry II
(1154–1189) was present at
the consecration.

Inns of Court

The Inns of Court in
London are the
professional associations
for barristers in England
and Wales. There are
four Inns of Court –
Gray's Inn, Lincoln's
Inn, Inner Temple and
Middle Temple. All
barristers must belong to
one of them. There have
been lawyers in the
Temple since 1320. In
1337 the premises were
divided into Inner
Temple, where the
lawyers resided, and
Middle Temple, which
was also occupied by
lawyers by 1346.
Lincoln's Inn, the largest,
is able to trace its official
records to 1422. The
records of Gray's Inn
begin in 1569, but
teaching is thought to
have begun there in the
late fourteenth century.
In 1620 it was decided at
a meeting of senior
judges that all four inns
would be equal in order
of precedence.

Figure 3 Interior of the Round Church

The church was originally part of a large monastic compound that included
residences, military training facilities, and recreational grounds for the military
brethren and novices, who were not permitted to go into the city without the
permission of the Master of the Temple.
The original church had a small choir, but this was greatly enlarged in the early
1200s when King Henry III expressed a wish to be buried there. The new chancel
was consecrated on Ascension Day 1240. However, when Henry's will was read
upon his death in 1272, it was discovered he had changed his mind and wanted to
be buried in Westminster Abbey instead.
The Knights Templar order was very powerful in England, with the Master of the
Temple sitting in parliament as primus baro (the first baron in precedence of the
realm). The compound was regularly used as a residence by kings and by legates of
the pope. The Temple also served as an early safety-deposit bank, sometimes in
defiance of the Crown's attempts to seize the funds of nobles who had entrusted
their wealth there.
After the destruction and abolition of the Knights Templar in 1307, King Edward II
took control of the church as a Crown possession. It was later given to the Knights
Hospitaller, who leased the Temple to two colleges of lawyers. One college moved
into the part of the Temple previously used by the Knights, and the other into the
part previously used by its clergy, and both shared the use of the church. The
colleges evolved into the Inner Temple and the Middle Temple, two of the four
London Inns of Court.
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One of the most interesting aspects inside the Temple Church are the nine life-sized
marble knightly effigies that lie in the old round church. A tenth sarcophagus has a
carved lid. These were believed to be tombs until the post-WWII restoration
revealed no bodies, but only effigy memorials.
All the knights are on their back, with their eyes open, around the age of 30, but are
otherwise positioned in different ways: some have their legs extended straight out
while others have their legs crossed; some wear tunics over their armor and others
wear full-length robes; some clutch their swords, some pray, and some have their
arms straight at their sides.











Figure 4 Effigies in Round Church

Of the nine Knight effigies, five have been identified:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Geoffrey de Mandeville, 1st Earl of Essex
William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke
Robert de Roos, 4th Baron of Hamlake
William Marshal, 2nd Earl of Pembroke
Gilbert Marshal, 4th Earl of Pembroke
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Templecombe
Templecombe is a village in Somerset, England, situated five miles south of
Wincanton, twelve miles east of Yeovil, and 30 miles west of Salisbury. Prior to the
Norman Conquest, Combe was held by Leofwine Godwinson – a younger brother
of King Harold Godwinson, the fifth son of Earl Godwin.
Templecombe derives its name from Combe Templariorum, after the Knights Templar.
The village of Combe was shared at the time of the Domesday Book (1086-7) by the
Benedictine Nunnery of Shaftesbury and Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, half-brother of
William the Conqueror. The subtenant of the bishop's share of the district was
Samson the chaplain. In 1185 this manor was held by Serlo Fitz Odo, and he
granted it in that year to the Knights Templars. The two manors thus became
known as Combe Abbatissa and Combe Templariorum. The parish church which
served the tenants of both was in the manor of the Templars. Nothing is known of
the history of the Templars here, but their house ranked as a Preceptory or
Commandery and was the only one in the county of Somerset.
The Preceptory served as an administrative center for the lands held by the
Templars in the south west of England and Cornwall. It may also have been used to
train men and horses for the Crusades.
The parish Church of St. Mary
dates from the 12th century, but
was largely rebuilt in the 19th
century.

Figure 5 Church of St. Mary at Templecombe

In the church is a painting on
wooden boards of a head, which
was discovered in the roof of an
outhouse of a local building in
1945. The tenant of the cottage
was collecting wood in an
outhouse where part of the
ceiling had fallen down. She
noticed a face above her which
was on a wooden panel fixed by
wire to the inside of the roof
and previously plastered over.

The painting is thought to be from the 13th century, and connected with the
Templecombe Preceptory. Restoration work in the 1950s and again in the 1980s has
identified gold stars on the picture and microscopic evidence for bright colors which
are no longer in evidence. The colors were present in the 1940s when it was
discovered, but impaired when the local vicar cleaned it in his bath with Vim. The
addition of a keyhole and hinges at some time in the past suggests it was used as a
door.
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Edward II

Edward II (April 25,
1284 – September 21,
1327) was King of
England from 1307 until
he was deposed in
January 1327. The fourth
son of Edward I,
Edward became the heir
apparent to the throne
following the death of
his elder brother
Alphonso. Edward
became close to Piers
Gaveston, the son of
one of the king's
household knights
whose lands lay adjacent
to Gascony. Gaveston
was eventually exiled by
the king to appease the
barons. Edward called
for a military campaign
for Scotland, but this
idea was quietly
abandoned, and instead
the King and the barons
met in August 1308 to
discuss reform. Behind
the scenes, Edward
started negotiations to
convince both Pope
Clement V and Philip IV
to allow Gaveston to
return to England,
offering in exchange to
suppress the Knights
Templar in England, and
to release Bishop
Langton from prison.

Figure 6 the "Templecombe Head"

For many years the head has been believed to be that of Christ but without the halo
which was the norm in religious iconography at the time. The Knights Templar
were suppressed partly because of their use of the image of Christ without the halo.
Other explanations suggest the image is not of Christ but of John the Baptist.
In 1307 Pope Clement IV, under the influence of Philip IV of France, issued a
mandate to the Kings of England and France, calling on them to arrest on a given
day all the members of this order who happened to be in their kingdoms. In
England there was great unwillingness to accept as true the charges that were made
against the Templars, but on January 8, 1309 all the Templars were arrested, and by
the autumn they had been collected in London. The examination began on October
21, 1309 and the first of the prisoners examined was William Raven of the
Preceptory of Templecombe. He said he had been a Templar for fifteen years and
had been received by William de la More, and his witnesses and sponsors were John
de Walpole and William de Erynge, and he stated also that on his admission there
were a hundred lay people present to witness the ceremony.
The official interrogations referred to most abominable acts, apostasy and even to a
charge of worshipping a cat. Raven denied any secret or abominable crimes and said
that on admission he was sworn to observe the rules of obedience, poverty and
chastity, and that he would not lay hands on any man except in self-defense or in
war against the Saracens. The trial lasted for two years, and in 1312 the Order was
everywhere suppressed and the property of the Templars was handed over,
November 28, 1313, to the Knights Hospitallers. William de Burton the preceptor
of Combe, John de Aley and Walter de Rokele, Knights at Combe, were committed
to the Tower, and generally those Templars who survived were assigned to various
monastic houses to spend in confinement there the rest of their days. In Bishop
Drokensford's Register in 1315 is an entry of payments made through him by the
sheriff to the Abbots of Glastonbury and Muchelney and the Priors of Taunton and
Montacute for the maintenance there of four Templars, William de Warwyk,
William de Grandcombe, Richard Engayne and Richard de Colingham. The
payment was for their keep for the last sixty-nine days.
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Cressing Temple
During the late Saxon period Cressing Temple formed part of the Witham estate,
owned by Earl Harold, son of Godwin. Harold is best known as the Earl of Wessex
before he was crowned King Harold, but he was also Earl of Essex, and held vast
estates throughout the county. After Harold's death at the Battle of Hastings
William the Conqueror granted the estate of Witham to Count Eustace of Boulogne.

King John

John (December 24,
1166 – October 19,
1216) was King of
England from 1199 until
his death in 1216. John,
the youngest of five sons
of King Henry II of
England and Duchess
Eleanor of Aquitaine,
was at first not expected
to inherit significant
lands. Following the
failed rebellion of his
elder brothers between
1173 and 1174, however,
John became Henry's
favorite child. John lost
the Duchy of Normandy
and most of his other
French lands to King
Philip II of France,
resulting in the collapse
of the Angevin Empire
and contributing to the
subsequent growth in
power of the French
Capetian dynasty during
the 13th century. The
baronial revolt at the end
of John's reign led to the
sealing of Magna Carta, a
document sometimes
considered an early step
in the evolution of the
constitution of the
United Kingdom.

From Eustace it passed to his daughter Matilda, wife of King Stephen. Matilda
detached the Cressing lands from the Witham estate and in 1136 she granted
Cressing to the Templars. The Templar estate received further grants soon after its
founding in the form of the manor and half-hundred of Witham sometime between
1138 and 1148, although the church of Witham, which had previously been granted
to the church of St Martin's Le Grand in London, was not included. The Preceptory
of Cressing was therefore one of the very earliest Templar estates in England, and
was placed first in a detailed list of Templar holdings in 1185. It was the largest of
their estates in Essex.
Later, King John confirmed to the Templars at Cressing the land of Berecholt on
July 14, 1199, and the land of Newland on June 8, 1214, as well as a market on
Thursdays and a three-day-long fair at the feast of the Decollation of St. John the
Baptist at the new town of Wulnesforde in the parish of Witham. Later, sometime
before his death in 1255, the Templar Peter de Rossa granted over 100 acres of the
manor of Rivenhall to Cressing, a parish in which he was parson and lord.
By 1300 the Templar estate stretched to 2000 acres and included 5 mills, with the
important (and lucrative) right to hold an annual fair. An inventory of 1313
describes a large number of buildings, including a bake house, larder, dairy, brewery,
granary, pantry, kitchen, chapel, and smithy. The only surviving elements of this
large and bustling agricultural estate are the two barns and a stone well.
The original 14,000 acre site was a considerable agricultural enterprise, and was led
by a Templar Preceptor, accompanied by two or three knights or sergeants, together
with a chaplain, a bailiff, and numerous household servants overseeing around 160
tenant farmers. The manor had a mansion house, bakehouse, brewery, dairy,
granary, smithy, gardens, a dovecote, a watermill, and a windmill, with a chapel and
associated cemetery dedicated to St Mary. The proceeds from the Cressing Temple
were all diverted to fund Templar activities in the Crusader states in the Middle
East.
During the reign of King Edward II the Templar Order was suppressed in England,
with their estate at Cressing being handed over to the Order of the Knights
Hospitaller in 1309, who preserved the Templar documents and charters of Cressing
amongst their own records. The manor, controlled by a prior of the Knights
Hospitaller, continued to work as a large estate.
At the time of the Peasants Revolt in 1381 the Master of Hospitallers in England
was Sir Robert Hales, who also served as Treasurer to Richard II. Hales was in
London, but he had a manor at Cressing, and when the peasants rebelled against the
imposition of a harsh poll tax in June 1381 they seized the manor, burned
documents, and tore down the building. Thankfully they left the barns and other
10

buildings untouched. Hales himself was not so fortunate; he was killed by the rebels
at the Tower of London before the revolt was quashed.
Around 1420 the Hospitallers repaired the great barns at Cressing and erected
several other new buildings on the site. The Hospitallers later leased out parts of the
estate rather than farming them directly. At the time of the Dissolution of the
Monasteries Cressing Temple was leased by Sir John Smyth, a Baron of the
Exchequer, and this lease was confirmed by Henry VIII. The Smyth family built a
late 16th century manor house with a walled garden to the north of the house. This
walled garden has now been recreated in something approaching its original form.
In 1623 William Smyth built a granary and remodeled the 'Great House'. The estate
passed to the Nevills by marriage, then through a series of owners until it was
acquired by Sir Thomas Davies, a former Lord Mayor of London. Davies' eldest son
committed suicide at Cressing Temple, a sad event which may account for tales of a
ghost associated with the estate.
The manor house was demolished in the early 18th century and Cressing was leased
to a series of tenant farmers. Beside the Farmhouse is the Cullen Garden, named for
the last private owner of Cressing Temple, Frank Cullen. Cullen was a successful
seed merchant and was responsible for developing new varieties of sweet peas and
cabbages. After Cullen's death the estate was divided and the historic farm buildings
were purchased by the Essex County Council, who restored the site and opened it
up to visitors.
The main attraction at Cressing are the two huge 13th century barns built by the
Templars. These follow roughly the same layout, with an aisled interior and creative
use of bracing to support a heavy tiled roof over a large area. The original tiles were
larger than those we see today; it took about 45,000 tiles to cover each roof and
each roof weighed roughly 55 tons. Both barns were built from locally grown oak,
shaped when green for ease of working the wood then allowed to season while in
place in the building. Each barn is built using multiples of the same unit of
measurement; known variously as the rod, perch, or pole, which is just over 16 feet.
The design was carefully laid out in a repeating geometric pattern using pegs and a
cord. These exacting techniques are known to have been used in medieval cathedrals
but their use in a vernacular building like the barns at Cressing just serves to
emphasize just how important the barns were and how much care was taken in their
construction.

Figure 7 Barley Barn at Cressing Temple
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The oldest of the
two is Barley Barn.
Tree-ring dating
suggests that it was
constructed
between 1205 and
1235. It stretches
118 feet and is 45
feet wide, with 5
equal bays and a
half bay at each
end. In the 1420
Hospitaller
rebuilding, the

structure was shortened and narrowed. The roof was rebuilt on a crown-post model
in the 16th century. One intriguing theory is that the barn was not built where it
now stands, but was brought here from elsewhere on the Cressing site after the riots
of 1381.

Fitz

Fitz is an Old French
noun meaning "son of",
ultimately from Latin
filius (son), plus genitive
case of the father's
forename. Norman
gentry and noble families
under feudal society held
one or more manors
from an overlord, who
himself held directly
from the Duke of
Normandy, the
sovereign. Such families
took their surnames
from their principal
manor on which they
resided and which
formed their seat. Where
a distinguished Norman
warrior perhaps held no
land, and thus was not
an established member
of feudal society, or was
from an obscure family,
such a naming
convention was
unavailable. In such
families therefore the
word Fitz was preposed
to the fore name of the
warrior's father to give
the warrior and his
further descendants a
surname by which they
could be known. Thus
Fitz Gilbert, meaning
"son of Gilbert" would
be adopted as a surname
by the warrior christened
"Baldwin", giving
"Baldwin Fitz Gilbert".

Built about 50 years
after Barley Barn,
Wheat Barn was
built with trees
felled between 1257
and 1280. The posts
supporting the roof
structure were
placed directly into
the ground or on
stone bases.
Obviously
construction
techniques had
evolved in the time
Figure 8 Wheat Barn at Cressing Temple
since Barley Barn
was built and the
joints between the posts and braces are more complex and include secret notchedlap joints. The western side wall was rebuilt in the 15th century when a large porch
was added, and the studs placed more closely together.
The walls were originally faced with boards, but in the 16th century the boards were
replaced with bricks. By this time the original soleplates (the timbers that the whole
structure rested on) were rotting away, so the barn was raised up on a brick plinth.
Over the next few centuries more braces were added to arrest sagging. During the
Victorian restorations several of the workmen carved their initials and the date into
the timbers.

Round Church Ludlow Castle
Ludlow Castle was probably founded by Walter de Lacy around 1075. Walter had
arrived in England in 1066 as part of William fitzOsbern's household during the
Norman conquest of England. FitzOsbern was made the Earl of Hereford and
tasked with settling the area; at the same time, several castles were founded in the
west of the county, securing its border with Wales. Walter de Lacy was the earl's
second in command, and was rewarded with 163 manors spread across seven
counties, with 91 in Herefordshire alone.
Walter began building a castle within the manor of Stanton Lacy; the fortification
was originally called Dinham Castle, before it acquired its later name of Ludlow.
Ludlow was the most important of Walter's castles: as well as being at the heart of
his new estates, the site also lay at a strategic crossroads over the Teme River, on a
strong defensive promontory. Walter died in a construction accident at Hereford in
1085 and was succeeded by his son, Roger de Lacy.
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King Stephen
Stephen (c. 1092/6 –
October 25, 1154), often
referred to as Stephen of
Blois, was King of
England from 1135 to
his death, as well as
Count of Boulogne from
1125 until 1147 and
Duke of Normandy
from 1135 until 1144.
Stephen's reign was
marked by the Anarchy,
a civil war with his
cousin and rival, the
Empress Matilda. When
Henry I died in 1135,
Stephen quickly crossed
the English Channel and
with the help of his
brother Henry of Blois, a
powerful ecclesiastic,
took the throne, arguing
that the preservation of
order across the
kingdom took priority
over his earlier oaths to
support the claim of
Henry I's daughter, the
Empress Matilda.

Figure 9 Ludlow Castle

The castle's Norman stone fortifications were added possibly as early as the 1080s
onwards, and were finished before 1115, based around what is now the inner bailey
of the castle, forming a stone version of a ringwork. It had four towers and a
gatehouse tower along the walls, with a ditch dug out of the rock along two sides,
the excavated stone being reused for the building works, and would have been one
of the very first masonry castles in England. With its circular design and grand
entrance tower, it has been likened to the earlier Anglo-Saxon burgheat designs. In
1096, Roger was stripped of his lands after rebelling against William II and they
were reassigned to Roger's brother, Hugh.
Hugh de Lacy died childless around 1115, and Henry I gave Ludlow Castle and
most of the surrounding estates to Hugh's niece, Sybil, marrying her to Pain
fitzJohn, one of his household staff. Pain used Ludlow as his caput, the main castle
in his estates, using the surrounding estates and knight's fees to support the castle
and its defenses. Pain died in 1137 fighting the Welsh, triggering a struggle for the
inheritance of the castle. Robert fitzMiles, who had been planning to marry Pain's
daughter, laid claim to it, as did Gilbert de Lacy, Roger de Lacy's son. By now, King
Stephen had seized the English throne, but his position was insecure and he
therefore gave Ludlow to fitzMiles in 1137, in exchange for promises of future
political support.
A civil war between Stephen and the Empress Matilda soon broke out and Gilbert
took his chance to rise up against Stephen, seizing Ludlow Castle. Stephen
responded by taking an army into the Welsh Marches, where he attempted to garner
local support by marrying one of his knights, Joce de Dinan, to Sybil and granting
the future ownership of the castle to them. Stephen took the castle after several
attempts in 1139, famously rescuing his ally Prince Henry of Scotland when the
latter was caught on a hook thrown over the walls by the garrison. Gilbert still
maintained that he was the rightful owner of Ludlow, however, and a private war
ensued between Joce and himself. Gilbert was ultimately successful and retook the
castle around a few years before the end of the civil war in 1153. He ultimately left
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for the Levant, leaving Ludlow in the hands of firstly, his eldest son, Robert, and
then, after Robert's death, his younger son, Hugh de Lacy.

Gilbert
de Lacy

Gilbert de Lacy was the
son of Roger de Lacy,
who in turn was the son
of Walter de Lacy who
died in 1085. Roger de
Lacy was banished from
England in 1096, and his
estates were confiscated.
Gilbert de Lacy had
inherited his father's
lands in Normandy by
1133, and by 1136 was in
England with King
Stephen. Although de
Lacy recovered some of
his father's lands, the
border lands near Wales
were not recovered.
Among the lands Gilbert
recovered were lands
about Weobley. He also
was granted some lands
in Yorkshire that had
been in dispute. De Lacy
gave land to the
cathedral chapter of
Hereford Cathedral. He
also gave a manor at
Guiting to the Knights
Templar and two
churches, at Weobley
and Clodock to
Llanthony Priory, which
was a monastery
founded by his family.

During this
period, the
Great Tower, a
form of keep,
was
constructed by
converting the
entrance tower,
probably either
around the
time of the
siege of 1139,
or during the
war between
Gilbert and
Figure 10 Round Church within Ludlow Castle
Joce. The old
Norman castle
had also begun to become too small for a growing household and, probably
between 1140 and 1177, an outer bailey was built to the south and east of the
original castle, creating a large open space. In the process, the entrance to the castle
shifted from the south to the east, to face the growing town of Ludlow. Gilbert
probably built the circular chapel in the inner bailey, resembling the churches of the
Templar order which he later joined.
In the late 12th and early 13th centuries the castle was extended, and part of the grid
pattern of streets immediately to the south was obscured by the enlarged outer
bailey. From 1233 onwards the town walls were constructed; Ludlow Castle stood
within the circuit of the walls.
Ludlow Castle has played a key role in some turbulent events in English history.
One of its 14th-century owners, Roger Mortimer, helped his mistress Queen
Isabella, in the overthrow of her husband King Edward II. In 1473, the Prince of
Wales and his brother were held here before their mysterious death in the Tower of
London. In 1502 Prince Arthur, Henry VII's son and heir to the throne, died at
Ludlow.
Edward IV founded the Council of the Marches of Wales in the late 15th century,
its headquarters were in Ludlow Castle. The Council administered most of Wales
and Shropshire and the adjacent English counties. The Council's courts were very
active, and the castle and Ludlow were full of lawyers, clerks and royal messengers.
The Council of the Marches ceased to exist in 1689, and after this the castle
gradually fell in to disuse and disrepair, although Ludlow itself was still on a wave of
prosperity.
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Holy Sepulchre Northampton
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Northampton is one of only nine round
churches with a circular nave built in England. Today, only four of these have
survived. Most round churches are associated with the Knights Templar or the
Knights Hospitaller after the model of the church of the Holy Sepulchre at
Jerusalem.
However, the church was actually founded and probably built by Simon de Senlis,
Earl of Northampton in thanks for his safe return from the Crusades in 1099.
Simon was responsible for making Northampton a Norman stronghold by building
Northampton Castle (now destroyed) and a town wall. It is also probable that he
was responsible for the building of All Hallows Church by the market place in the
center of Northampton and the church of the Holy Sepulchre to the north.
In around 1096, Simon de Senlis joined the First Crusade to the Holy Land. There
he would have seen the Church of the Holy Sepulchre near the center of Jerusalem.
He would have seen it as a round church supported on eighteen columns or piers
with an ambulatory around the perimeter on the west of the church, and the wellattested site of Christ's tomb at the center. There would have been four apses at
each of the cardinal points, and on the east side there would have been a facade, so
that the east apse was accessible directly from the rotunda. After restoration, this
church is what would have remained of a 4th-century church built by Constantine I.
It is likely that after his return to Northampton, Simon de Senlis built the Holy
Sepulchre in Northampton, ca 1100. It is approximately half the size of the church
in Jerusalem. The original church had a round nave of 8 columns, supporting a
triforium. An ambulatory ran round the perimeter. The remains of a Norman
window in the present nave, however, suggests that the original round church had a
chancel to the east, probably apse-ended.

Figure 11 Church of the Holy Sepulchre - Northampton
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The church was
completed by 1115
when it was granted
by Earl Simon to
the Cluniac priory
of St Andrew's
Northampton.
Henry I. confirmed
this church to the
priory of St.
Andrew by charter
dated about 1116. A
North aisle was
added circa 1180
and second North
aisle was added
circa 1275. During
the early 15th
century, a South

aisle was built, the triforium of the round nave was replaced by a clerestory, and a
Western tower was added.
Chaplains were provided by St Andrew's until 1226, when the Bishop of Lincoln
imposed a permanent vicarage with a fixed stipend. The advowson remained with
the priory until the Dissolution, except for the period from 1354 to 1380 when it
was taken into the king's hands, owing to the war with France (St Andrew's being
dependent on a French house).
The Templars did not have any large estates in Northamptonshire, but at the start of
1308 they did have a number of tenants scattered across twenty-one locations in
that county, who each held a small area of land and perhaps a mill too, and paid
regular rent: a list survives in the National Archives. Rent was generally paid on two
days of the year: March 25 and September 29, although one pair of tenants at Great
Houghton also paid rent on St John’s Day in midsummer. Total rent due from the
tenants in Northamptonshire amounted to £11 16 s. 8½ d., plus two hens and a
cockerel at Christmas from one tenant in Aldwinkle.

Temple Bruer
Temple Bruer (bruyère – heather - from the French language current at the time) is
situated in Lincolnshire in the middle of the great heath that lies South of the city of
Lincoln.
The Preceptory of Temple Bruer was founded late in the reign of Henry II. This
date is based on the grant of a market by Henry II to William of Ashby de la
Launde, who was admitted soon afterwards into the fraternity of the Preceptory.
The original endowment included lands in Ashby de la Launde, with the parish
church and pasturage for sheep; lands and church at Rowston, Heckington, Burton,
and were granted by benefactors of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. In 1338 the
revenue of the house was £177 7s. 7d., including the churches of Ashby and
Rowston, the free chapel of Bruere, with lands at Bruere, Rowston, Wellingore,
Ashby de la Launde, Brauncewell, and North Kirkby; the expenses were £84 0s.
2d.The clear value of the house at the dissolution was £16 19s. 10¾d, including the
bailiwick of South Witham and the farm of half the rectory and the grange of
Holme in Heckington, with perquisites of a court. Other benefactors were Maud de
Cauz, John d'Eyncourt, Robert of Everingham, William de Vescy, Gilbert of Ghent.
At the beginning of the 12th century the heath would have been a formidable place,
uninhabited and desolate. It was on this estate that the Templars built one of their
round churches and formed the Preceptory of Bruer. The diligent hard working
Knights and their retinue set about transforming the bleak baron heathland into a
productive valuable estate. Wool was the major product, and it would have been
sent from Bruer to local markets, with the main bulk of the 'harvest' going to the
port of Boston for wider distribution. Bruer was the second richest Preceptory in
England c. 1308, with an income of over £177 (the richest being Willoughton).
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Bruer was the center of Templar activity in the Mid Lincolnshire area. Under the
control of Bruer were two other Preceptories, those at Eagle and Mere. Though
there is some debate over whether Mere was a Preceptory or just a large Manor
house. Later the Preceptory at South Witham also came under Bruer' control.

Figure 12 Artist depiction of 12-century Bruer

To the South of the estate around the area of the hamlet of Byards Leap, the
Templars would hold tournaments. The large expanses of flat heathland making the
area ideal for such occasions. Tournaments at the time were not Hollywood style
jousting competitions, but major mock battles fought between large groups of men.
It was possibly tales passed down from such events that account for the origins of
the legend of Byards Leap, with its story of a great leap by a horse.
Following the suppression of the order of Knights Templar in France, Edward II
followed in 1308 by sending John de Cormel, the sheriff of Lincolnshire to with 12
knights and their forces to arrest the Templars at Temple Bruer. These included
William de More, the Preceptor and Grand Master of the order in England. For a
time they were held in the Clasketgate in Lincoln before being sent to the Tower of
London. The order was totally suppressed by Pope Clement V in 1312, with the
instruction that the Templar properties were to be transferred to the Knights
Hospitallers under whose charge the Preceptory at Bruer seems to have fallen into
disrepair. It took until the 1330s for the Hospitallers to recover the estates from the
English King.
The Hospitallers made their area headquarters at Mere. When Henry VIII also
disbanded the Hospitallers he sold Temple Bruer to the Duke of Suffolk. In 1541
the Duke entertained Henry at the Preceptory even though the site had by this time
become quite dilapidated and tents had to be erected to house all of the entourage.
In 1540 the valuation mentioned a farm site, recently the Preceptory, with orchards,
gardens and houses, a rabbit warren, 2000 acres of sheep ground and a windmill.
The property remained as a block until 1935 when it was split up and sold by Lord
Lonsborough.
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Following the death of Sir John Babington in 1534, Sir Giles Russell was made
commander at Temple Bruer. His letters show that he did not reside at Temple
Bruer; but finding that the house was in a ruinous condition he made some effort to
get it repaired and put it in a better condition. When the monasteries were dissolved
by Henry VIII in 1538, Temple Bruer was valued at £184, six shillings and 8 pence.
The King granted it to Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk. The King visited here in
1541.
The ruin consists of the intact square
south tower of the temple church,
one of two added to the original
structure during the Templars' tenure,
north and south of the chancel or
presbytery. The interior walls are
covered in masons marks and
centuries-worth of symbols carved
and scratched into the stone. There
are many apotropaic symbols such as
daisy wheels, pentangles, triquetras,
interlocking 'V's and 'M's.

Figure 13 Tower of the Temple Church
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Scotland
In Scotland, the Knights Templar’s purpose was purely
economic. They were not warriors, but monks, recruiters,
landlords and businessmen. The Knights Templar
presence in Scotland began in 1128 after King Henry I of
England arranged and introduction of the Templar
founder Hugh de Payens to King David I of Scotland.
The year 1128 saw the foundation of the monastery of
Holyrood and the building of the great abbey church at
Kelso, and in all probability it witnessed also the gift of those lands on the South Esk in Midlothian which
general tradition represents as David's benefaction to the Templars. At all events there is no doubt about the
king's devotion to the new military brotherhood, since Aifred of Rievaulx tells us that he kept some of the
brethren constantly at his court and made them judges and advisers of his conduct by night and day.
King David I’s gift to the Templars was not without a benefit. The Knights Templar were not only fierce
warriors, but they were astute landlords and businessmen who ultimate owned over 500 sites in Scotland.
Because of this, they became advisors to King David I and his successors.
In about the year 1187, William the Lion granted part of the Culter lands on the south bank of the River Dee,
Aberdeenshire, to the Knights Templar and between 1221 and 1236 Walter Bisset of Aboyne founded a
Preceptory for the Knights Templar. In 1287 and 1288 they built a Chapel dedicated to Mary the Mother of
Christ, known as St Mary's Chapel and in November 1309, the name of a William Middleton of the "Tempill
House of Culter" was recorded. It has been claimed that in 1309 during the trial of the Templars in Scotland
Bishop Lamberton of St Andrews, Guardian of Scotland 1299–1301 gave the Templars his protection,
although there is no evidence to support this claim.
When Philip IV of France persuaded the pope to initiate proceedings against the Order, it was at first (1307)
proposed to arrest and impeach the Scottish along with the English, Irish, and Welsh Templars. Ultimately,
however, the Scots were put on trial separately before Bishop Lamberton of St. Andrews and John of Salario,
a papal legate. The trial was held in November 1309 lasting until June 1310. Unlike the trial in France, where
the Templars were tortured into confessing to unspeakable activities, in the British Isles there were no
burnings and only three confessions after torture. Several Templars went missing, most of whom later
reappeared.
Two Templar brothers at Balantrodoch, near Rosslyn, were arrested and brought to trial. They were the
Englishmen Walter de Clifton and William de Middleton. The trial was presided over by William Lamberton
Bishop of St Andrews, and Master John of Solerius, a papal clerk.
The first group of witnesses were various Franciscan and Dominican friars, as well as the abbots and several
monks from Newbattle, Dunfermline and Holyrood Abbey. In all there were 25 men from this category, the
first to give evidence being Lord Hugo, the Abbot of Dunfermline, who had nothing essentially condemning
to say about the Templars. The subsequent clerical witnesses all concurred with this testimony.
Then followed a parade of lay witnesses, the first being Sir Henry Sinclair of Rosslyn. In his statement he said
that ‘he had seen the commander of the Temple on his deathbed, receiving the Eucharist very devoutly, so far as onlookers could
judge’. His neighbor Hugh of Rydale also gave favorable testimony, as did Fergus Marischal and William
Bisset.
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It is important to note that in medieval hearings the inquisitors really had only two types of evidence they
could use to convict: confessions, or the corroborating testimony of two witnesses.
What is clear in this case is that the papal inquisitor could not find two men to speak against the Templars,
and that each witness corroborated and supported the statement of all the others to some degree. In view of
the fact that King Edward II had never even wanted to bring charges, it seems fair to say that this was very
much a show trial. It could be justly said to both the Pope and King Philip IV of France that an inquisition
had taken place, and that no verdict against them could be made from the evidence given.
When in 1312 the Order was formally abolished by papal Bull, some of the Order’s possessions in Scotland
were appropriated by neighboring gentry. In 1320 papal legates were instructed to see that the goods of the
Templars were transferred to the Hospitallers.
The following is a list of Templar sites throughout Scotland. GPUSA Pilgrim Medal Site







Rosslyn Chapel, Roslin, Midlothian*
Maryculter House, Aberdeenshire
Templar Park, Aberdeen
Balantrodach, Temple, Midlothian
Orphir Church, Orkney*
Bannockburn Battlefield, Stirling*

* Not a confirmed historical Templar site
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Rosslyn Chapel
Jarl

The Scandinavian title of
Jarl is akin to the AngloSaxon title of earl and
meant "chieftain",
particularly a chieftain
set to rule a territory in a
king's stead. In
Scandinavia, it became
obsolete in the Middle
Ages and was replaced
with duke. Earlier in
Scandinavia, jarl could
also mean sovereign
prince. For example, the
rulers of several of the
petty kingdoms of
Norway had in fact the
title of jarl and in many
cases of no lesser power
than their neighbors who
had the title of king. The
Jarl of Orkney originally
a ruled the Norðreyjar (the
islands of Orkney and
Shetland).

Rosslyn Chapel was founded on a small hill above Roslin Glen as a Catholic
collegiate church – Collegiate Chapel of St Matthew – in the mid-15th century. The
chapel was founded by William Sinclair, 1st Earl of Caithness of the Scoto-Norman
Sinclair family. Rosslyn Chapel is the third Sinclair place of worship at Roslin, the
first being in Roslin Castle and the second (whose crumbling buttresses can still be
seen today) in what is now Roslin Cemetery.
Sinclair founded the college to celebrate the Divine Office throughout the day and
night, and also to celebrate Masses for all the faithful departed, including the
deceased members of the Sinclair family. During this period, the rich heritage of
plainsong (a single melodic line) or polyphony (vocal harmony) were used to enrich
the singing of the liturgy. Sinclair provided an endowment to pay for the support of
the priests and choristers in perpetuity. The priests also had parochial
responsibilities.
William was the grandson of Henry Sinclair, 1st Earl of Orkney, and the son of
Henry Sinclair, 2nd Earl of Orkney and Egidia Douglas. His father Henry, who had
been a de facto Jarl of Orkney, died in 1420; William travelled to Copenhagen in
1422 to establish his claim to the Jarldom, but David Menzies was appointed
instead, to rule as William's guardian until he came of age. In 1424, William
succeeded in wresting de facto control of the earldom from his guardian, but it was
not until 1434 that he was acknowledged as Jarl of Orkney by King Eric.
After the death without issue of King Christopher of Norway in 1448, Earl William
was mentioned as a possible candidate for the vacant Norwegian throne, Jarl of
Orkney was the highest ranking nobleman in Norway, and as such held a senior
position in the Norwegian line of succession. However, there are no indications that
he pursued this claim.
For a time Henry was protector of the young James Stewart, the later James I of
Scotland. He was Lord High Admiral of Scotland, and was Lord Chancellor of
Scotland from 1454 to 1456. He became the first Lord St. Clair in Scotland in 1449.
Construction of the chapel began on 20 September 1456, although it has often been
recorded as 1446. The confusion over the building date comes from the chapel's
receiving its founding charter to build a collegiate chapel in 1446 from Rome.
Sinclair did not start to build the chapel until he had built houses for his craftsmen.
Although the original building was to be cruciform, it was never completed. Only
the choir was constructed, with the retro-chapel, otherwise called the Lady chapel,
built on the much earlier crypt (Lower Chapel) believed to form part of an earlier
castle. The foundations of the unbuilt nave and transepts stretching to a distance of
90 feet were recorded in the 19th century. The decorative carving was executed over
a forty-year period. After the founder's death, construction of the planned nave and
transepts was abandoned - either from lack of funds, lack of interest or a change in
liturgical fashion.
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Is it Rosslyn
or Roslin

Roslin was formerly spelt
as Rosslyn or Roslyn and
you will see all three
spellings used. Today,
the village is referred to
as Roslin although the
castle and chapel are
spelled using the older
Rosslyn. The name
Roslin (recorded around
1240 as Roskelyn)
probably derives from
the Celtic words ros,
meaning a moor, and
celyn, meaning holly.
Legend has it the village
was founded in 203 A.D.
by Asterius, a Pict. In
1303 Roslin was the site
of a battle of the First
War of Scottish
Independence.

Figure 14 Roslyn Chapel

The chapel stands on fourteen pillars, which form an arcade of twelve pointed
arches on three sides of the nave. At the east end, a fourteenth pillar between the
penultimate pair form a three-pillared division between the nave and the Lady
Chapel. The three pillars at the east end of the chapel are named, from north to
south: the Master Pillar, the Journeyman Pillar and, most famously, the Apprentice
Pillar. These names for the pillars date from the late Georgian period — prior to
this period they were called the Earl's Pillar, the Shekinah and the Prince's Pillar.
Since the late 1980s, the chapel has been the subject of speculative theories
concerning a connection with the Knights Templar. Hugh de Payens served on the
First Crusade with Henri St. Clair, 1st Baron of Roslinn. There are stories that Hugh
de Payens married a Catherine St. Clair, but there is no evidence that she existed, let
alone married a Templar. The chapel, built 150 years after the dissolution of the
Knights Templar, is said to have a number of Templar symbols, such as the "Two
riders on a single horse" that appear on the Seal of the Knights Templar.
The St. Clairs were loyal to Robert the Bruce. Sir Henry St. Clair, 7th Baron of
Rosslyn, fought with his two sons John and William at the Battle of Bannockburn.
When Bruce died, John and William were given the task of carrying Bruce’s heart to
the Holy Land, along with Sir James Douglas and Sir Robert Logan. William, John
and Douglas were killed in battle with the Moors at Teba in Spain in 1330. Such was
their bravery that the Moors allowed the survivors to bring their bones and Bruce’s
heart back to Scotland. There are carvings in the Chapel which may commemorate
this.
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Maryculter
Maryculter, or Kirkton of Maryculter, is a village in the Lower Deeside area of
Aberdeenshire, Scotland. The Order of the Knights Templar were granted part of
the land of Culter, which lay on the south side of the River Dee, now Maryculter, by
King William the Lion in 1187.

William I

William the Lion,
sometimes styled
William I, also known by
the nickname Garbh,
"the Rough", reigned as
King of Scots from 1165
to 1214. He had the
second-longest reign in
Scottish history before
the Act of Union with
England in 1707. He was
not known as "the Lion"
during his own lifetime,
and the title did not
relate to his tenacious
character or his military
prowess. It was attached
to him because of his
flag or standard, a red
lion rampant with a
forked tail on a yellow
background. This went
on to become the Royal
Banner of Scotland, still
used today but quartered
with those of England
and of Ireland. It became
attached to him because
the chronicler John of
Fordun called him the
"Lion of Justice".

Very little documentary evidence has survived of the Templars' activities at
Maryculter but in the Trial of the Templars held in the Abbey of Holyrood,
Edinburgh, in November, 1309, the name of William de Middleton of the "tempill
house of Culther" is recorded. The Maryculter property of the Knights Templar,
extended to some 8,500 acres.
Between the years 1221 and 1236, Walter Bisset of Aboyne founded a Preceptory
for the Knights Templar on their Culter property on the site of the present
Maryculter House Hotel. All that remains of this building are the vaulted chambers
located underneath the Resident Lounge.
The Templars also built a chapel in 1287-8 dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
This became the parish church in 1535, was abandoned in 1782.
After the abolishment of the Order, the properties in Deeside were given to the
Hospitallers. Although the Knights of St. John were in possession of Maryculter for
over two centuries, little tangible evidence survives. Both the Templars and the
Hospitallers proved to be excellent landlords at Maryculter, their combined lairdship extending over three centuries. When the Knights Hospitallers finally
abandoned Maryculter in 1548 there were only six knights and a chaplain remaining
in residence.
The ruins of St Marys lie within the old parish kirk-yard near Maryculter House.
Originally a Gothic structure of considerable refinement, it is now a fragmentary
ruin, the only architectural feature extant being the piscina built into the south wall.

Figure 15 St Mary's Chapel, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire
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Kirkyards

In Christian countries a
churchyard is a patch of
land adjoining or
surrounding a church,
which is usually owned
by the relevant church or
local parish itself. In the
Scots language this can
also be known as a
kirkyard. While
churchyards can be any
patch of land on church
grounds, historically,
they were often used as
graveyards (from the
Greek for sleeping
place). During the
Middle Ages, religious
orders also constructed
cemeteries around their
churches. Thus, the most
common use of
churchyards was as a
consecrated burial
ground.

Templars’ Park
In 1312 the Templar properties in Maryculter passed to the Knight Hospitallers
whose ownership terminated with the Scottish reformation of 1560. About the year
1618, the Lands of Maryculter were purchased by John Menzies of Pitfodels. The
Menzies family, who had been tenants of Maryculter since 1548, were closely
associated with the civic life of Aberdeen. In 1426, Gilbert Menzies was Provost of
the city and thereafter a Menzies occupied the civic chair so frequently that in the
following two hundred years, the combined provostships of the Menzies family
amounted to 112 years.
In 1811, Maryculter was bought by General William Gordon of Fyvie, and the
Gordon family owned the estate until the death of Sir Cosmo Duff-Gordon in 1931
led to the sale of the property in 1935. The estate was broken up and the home-park
was bought by the City of Aberdeen Boy Scouts' Association to create Templars'
Park Scout Campsite. Since its official opening by the Chief Scout, Lord Baden
Powell in 1936, it has been visited by hundreds of thousands of young people from
all over the world taking part in their own adventures.
The Templar chapel ruins and kirkyard is a part of the Templar Park now located on
the grounds of Maryculter House Hotel. The park was dedicated to the Virgin Mary
by the Knights Templars around 1225 and a Chapel was built on the site in
1287. The Kirkyard is surrounded by a wall that makes it sheltered from the park.

Figure 16 Entrance to Templars' Park, Maryculter
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Balantrodach
Historically the Parish of Temple was divided into three portions, the ancient parish
of Clerkington, and the chapelries of Moorfoot and Balantrodach. Clerkington was a
parsonage held by the monks of Newbattle Abbey, Moorfoot was a chapelry
founded by monks from the same institution. Balantrodach on the other hand, was
a chapelry of the Knights Templar.
Hugues de Payens was granted the chapelrie and manor of Balantrodach by David I
of Scotland when they met in 1128. The Preceptory of Balantrodoch was the
principal house of the Order of the Temple in Scotland. It was eleven miles south of
Edinburgh on the wooded banks of the river South Esk. The original church had a
round nave, like so many Templar churches in imitation of the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem. There would also once have been a full range of domestic
and administrative buildings, none of which have survived.
In this vanished Preceptory the government of the Order in Scotland was carried
on, and its business administered. Charters relating to the Templars' lands were
granted at Balantrodach, and there also payments by and to the Order were
appointed to be made.
A certain Bartholomew was Master sometime between 1165 and 1169, and about
1180 the office was filled by Ranulf de Corbet, probably a member of that
Roxburghshire family, lords of Clifton and Makerston, who appear as benefactors of
the Abbey of Melrose.
Brian de Jay was Master at Balantrodoch around 1226 and was then promoted to be
Master of England in 1228. He was only in the post a few months when he joined
up with the English Army of King Edward to fight the Scots. He was slain by
William Wallace on the field of battle. De Jay’s successor in Scotland was John de
Sautre, a member of a family which seems to have given several brethren to the
Order, since mention is found of three other de Sautres as Templars about this time
The balance of probabilities based on architecture appears to suggest that the
primary portion of the church is the cut-down eastern parts of the church of the
Knights Templar, and, if that is the case, it must have been built before the order
was suppressed in 1309, and probably some decades before then.
There is no reference to the parish function of their church throughout the twelfth
century and it does not appear in the records of the papal tax-collector in Scotland
in the 1270s nor in those of the 1290s.
Following the suppression of the Templars, their properties passed to the Knights
Hospitaller. Of the actual transference of the Scottish lands there is no record, but
its accomplishment is an historic fact. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries all the
known possessions of the Templars in Scotland—the houses of Ballantrodach and
Culter, the church of Aboyne, the lands of Drem and Liston —are found in the
hands of the Preceptor of Torphichen as local chief of the Knights of St. John. In
these hands they remained until the Reformation.
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The chapel became the area's Protestant church and in 1618 the name 'Temple'
became formally applied to the village. The building was in constant use as the
parish church until 1840 after which it was left to fall into ruin.
The roofless shell of the church, is a rectangular structure that has evidently been
rebuilt at its western end at some point in its history, since those western parts are
stylistically later and are of poorer quality masonry, while rebuilding along part of
the north wall suggests that an offshoot – presumably a sacristy - has been removed.

Figure 17 Ruins of the church at Balantrodach

Orphir Church
During the early period of Norse rule, the Mainland Orkney parish of Orphir was a
center of power. The Orphir Round Church is thought to have been built by Earl
Hakon. After the first crusade Earl Håkon of Orkney had been on pilgrimage to
Jerusalem to do penance for ordering the murder of Earl Magnus, later Saint
Magnus, on Egilsay on April 16, 1117. Dedicated to Saint Nicholas, its design was
inspired by the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem.
The church was probably built in 1121 or 1122 and thus seems unlikely to be
connected with the Templar Order. Round churches are unusual in Britain, but
those that we know of were probably created after the return of crusading knights
from the Holy Land. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem is round, and
this probably influenced the British knights to emulate the design on their return.
Orphir is the only surviving medieval round church in Scotland, dating from the
12th century.
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Originally, the Round Kirk consisted of a circular nave of approximately 20 feet in
diameter and an apse. The apse remains today, along with a small section of the
nave's eastern section; the rest of the structure is marked out on the ground.

Orkneyinga
Saga

The Orkneyinga saga is a
historical narrative of the
history of the Orkney
and Shetland islands and
their relationship with
other local polities,
particularly Norway and
Scotland. The saga has
no parallel in the social
and literary record of
Scotland and is the only
medieval chronicle to
have Orkney as the
central place of action.
The main focus of the
work is the line of jarls
who ruled the Earldom
of Orkney, which
constituted the Norðreyjar
or Northern Isles of
both Orkney and
Shetland and there are
frequent references to
both archipelagoes
throughout. This Norse
saga was written around
in the early thirteenth
century by an unknown
Icelandic author who
was probably associated
with the cultural center
at Oddi.

Figure 18 Orphir Round Church

The church was complete until 1757, when it was mostly demolished and the stone
re-used to build a new parish church alongside. Ironically, this later church was itself
demolished in 1953 so more of the original church could be revealed. The apse
remains complete and features a half-barred ceiling and internal plastering as well as
a round-headed window. The circular nave had an apsidal chancel added to the east
section, said to be 18 feet in diameter and 20 feet high. The altar stood in a vaulted
concavity. Small slit-like windows admitted light to the interior. It had a conical roof
with an open section at the top that apparently had a glazed lantern. The roof was
said to be 40 feet high. The church was built in yellow Orphir freestone. The nave
walls were 3 feet 9 inches thick and built in rubble stone. The entrance was likely to
have been at the west.
Beside the church are the remains of the Norse hall of Earl's Bu, and a few yards
away is the Orkneyinga center, which tells the tale of the Orkneyinga Saga and the
Norse civilization on Orkney.

Bannockburn Battlefield
Perhaps no battle in history has been written about more passionately and at greater
length than the 1314 Battle of Bannockburn. Without that great battle Scotland may
never have managed to shake off the yoke of English domination, may therefore
never have established a true national identity, and so would never have birthed the
stirring Declaration of Arbroath which was, in the opinion of many, the model for
America’s own Declaration of Independence.
No fewer than seven accounts were written within 63 years of the battle, and
countless others since. In an eighteenth century romance version of the Bruce
Legend, the Knights Templar distinguished themselves at the Battle of
Bannockburn on the Scottish side and turn the tide of the battle.
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It can neither be confirmed nor denied that there were former Templar knights at
the battle of Bannockburn fighting on the Scottish side. Officially, the Templar
Order was disbanded by papal decree in 1312, so there is no reliable record of any
survival of the order proper after that date.

Figure 19 Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Center

The Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre harnesses 3D technology to bring
Scottish history to life. Visitors can stand shoulder-to-shoulder in an immersive
experience with medieval warriors and armored knights while learning about the
tactics of the two opposing kings. Participants can take part in a strategic Battle
Game led and determine/rewrite the outcome of the Battle of Bannockburn Game
and see a demonstration of how the battle was won in 1314.
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